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baskets while subjected to live steam, but the practice of using a large linen cloth, as 
above described, obviates this objection. 

' For the technical control of the disinfection each chamber is connected by a small 
tube to a register with moving pen and revolving drum carrying a chart. The hori- 
zontal lines 1 to 7 on the charts each represents one-tenth atmospheric pressure, and the 
perpendicular lines represent five minutes in the revolution of the drum. 

These charts, which can be removed only by the chief of the station and are sent 
each day to the inspector-general, give a perfect guarantee that each steaming has been 
done as directed. 

Another ingenious instrument (fig. 3) is used in the experiments on temperatures 
obtained within the chamber. As will be seen, it is a revolving drum and registering 
needle of the same pattern and size as the one mentioned above, but the needle is 
moved by a thermometer, and the whole is inclosed in a metal case, the entire apparatus 
then being 18 to 20 inches long. There are also 2 mercurial maximum thermometers 
on each side of the main thermometer to act as controls. By means of cases or covers 
made of wadding covered with canvas (fig. 4) the conditions at the center of a mat*ress 
10, 20, 30, and 40 centimeters thick can be imitated, and a record made of the tempera- 
tures there obtained at all periods of the process. 

Outside the station the following is the regime : Information of rooms, etc., requiring 
disinfection — not only after the so-called contagious diseases, but all serious illnesses 
and where the conditions are unsanitary — is obtained from physicians who are supplied 
with books of franked postal cards (Exhibit A), from the ambulance service, from the 
prefecture of police, the mayors of the various arrondissements, and finally from the 
interested individuals themselves. Immediately an inspector goes from the nearest 
station to the place mentioned, sees the owner, presents the advantages of disinfection 
and has him sign a paper consenting to the operation. A closed wagon, with at least 2 
men besides the driver, and armed with large canvas sacks, large atomizer, sponges, 
solutions of bichloride of mercury (1-1000) and of sulphate of copper, then goes to the 
house. The uniforms are taken off and left with the driver and the white canvas 
working suits put on. In the house first all articles to be steamed are put in the large 
sacks ; a list is made in duplicate on a regular blank (Exhibit B) ; 1 of these is given 
to the owner as a receipt while the other goes to the station with the goods. Next the 
entire room is sprayed or scrubbed, according to its condition. Water-closets and 
utensils that have been used by the patient are disinfected with a 5 per cent solution 
of sulphate of copper. Next the disinfectors spray themselves thoroughly and carry 
the sacks and apparatus to the wagon, change back to their uniforms, putting their 
working suits in a special sack, and proceed to the station. 

It may also be mentioned that these disinfectors are supposed to get all the sanitary 
information possible regarding each house visited, especially general sanitary condi- 
tions, what water is used, manner of disposing of sewage, if in vaults, when last cleaned, 
condition of closets, age, profession, etc., of invalid, if smallpox if he was vaccinated 
and when. These facts are entered on the back of a card — the face is the disinfection 
record — which is added to the general record kept in the card-catalogue style. 

It is also interesting to note that this disinfection is not compulsory, and yet, in 1899, 
the tenth year of this service, 64, 100 disinfections were done, besides the clothes of per- 
sons entering the municipal night asylum — all of which are disinfected each night. 

In closing, I add a chart comparing the number of deaths from contagious diseases in 
Paris with the number of disinfections done. This is taken from the report of Dr. A. 
J. Martin, to whom I am indebted for all the attached cuts and much of the information 
in this report. 

GERMANY. 

Report of plague in South Africa. 

[Clipping from Berliner Tageblatt, November 16, 1900— Sent by P. A.Surg. J.B.Greene.] 

The plague has now also broken out in South Africa. According to 
a dispatch of Reuter's Agency from Cape Town an epidemic disease has 
broken out in Szinyoka in the vicinity of King Williams Town which 
is assumed to be plague. It has appeared among the members of the 
family of a man recently returned from the works depot on the Modder 
River. Eight persons are sick ; of these, 3 have already died ; the fourth 
is in a dying condition. The colonial secretary states that he has hardly 
any doubt that it is the bubonic plague. Up till now the disease has 
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been confined to the native settlements. The white people are not in 
any danger at present. All precautionary measures have been taken. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Greek emigration. 

Naples, Italy, November 21, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that for the week ended November 
21, 1900, the following ships were inspected : November 16, the steam- 
ship Werra, of the North German Lloyd Steamship Company, bound with 
passengers and cargo for New York. There were inspected and passed 
611 steerage passengers and 196 pieces of large and 604 pieces of small 
baggage. One hundred and fifty-eight pieces of baggage were disin- 
fected by steam. November 17, the Italian bark Ammonia, bound in 
ballast for Savannah, Ga. November 19, the Italian bark La Fiducia, 
bound with clay for Savannah, Ga. 

Greek emigration. — During the past week arrangements have been 
made whereby much of the Greek emigration will now embark for the 
United States at this port. The emigrants have been going via 
Marseilles, and Havre or other northern French ports to the United 
States. It is estimated that this emigration will amount to two or 
three thousand persons per year. This will increase the difficulty of 
the inspection here because it will be difficult to obtain reliable sani- 
tary information about them prior to their arrival at this port. In 
order to assist us here, the consul at Athens has been asked to furnish 
this office promptly information about infectious and contagious dis- 
eases in his district. 

Respectfully, Victor G. Heiser, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

JAPAN. 

Osaka declared infected district on account of plague. 

Kobe, Japan, November S, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that owing to the continuance 
of plague in Osaka, I notified the United States consul here that in 
my opinion Osaka Fu should be declared an infected district, which 
was done on the 1st instant. Now we are prohibiting everything grown 
in or manufactured in that locality, or that has passed through the 
locality from being shipped to America. Likewise emigrants from this 
port for the United States have to undergo fifteen days' isolation before 
embarking. 

Three cases of plague have occurred in Kobe — the first on October 15, 
second on October 20, third and last on October 27, making twelve days 
since the last case. 

Respectfully, J. Buck-will Fowler, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 



